
TUFTED PINK SNOWBIRD 

observations 

November through March 

 

  

Joseph C. Neal 

2014 



 

PREFACE 



 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

NOVEMBER 

The Birding of the cottonwoods. November 2 
Most Fantastic November 4 
Bald Eagles Today November 5 
!ƴŘ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ !ƭƭ ¢Ƙŀǘ ²ƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ {ƛƴƎƛƴƎ November 10 
!ǎƘŜΩǎ WǳƴƛǇŜǊΣ WǳƴƛǇŜǊǳǎ !ǎƘŜƛ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мм 
[Ŝ /ƻƴǘŜΩǎ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿ !ǘ ²ƻƻƭǎŜȅ ²Ŝǘ tǊŀƛǊƛŜ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мм 
Northwest Arkansas Audubon Society Field Trip to Lake Fayetteville November 17 
Lux at the Spotting Scope November 17 
Turn Up the Goose Music November 20 
Lake Atalanta Park in Rogers November 25 
Comfortable Sunny Patch at Chesney Prairie Natural Area November 26 
(The Day After Thanksgiving is . . . ) Loon Friday November 28 
 

DECEMBER 

Coevolved Relationships, Usually of Mutual Benefit December 1 
Cedar Waxwings Getting A Head Start on Thanksgiving December 3 
Buffleheads, Something Brand New in Her World December 3 
YǊƛŘŜǊΩǎ Iŀǿƪ ²Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ DŜƴǘǊȅΣ !Y! άCƭƻǊƛŘŀέ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ р 
Tufted Pink Snowbird in Fayetteville! December 7 
Dark-eyed Juncos in the ragweed December 10 
Indomitable meadowlarks December 11 
Memo from Canvasbacks at Lake Atalanta December 14 
Three Trumpeter Swans on Fayetteville Christmas Bird Count December 16 
IŀǊƭŀƴΩǎ Iŀǿƪ ƻƴ CŀȅŜǘǘŜǾƛƭƭŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ .ƛǊŘ /ƻǳƴǘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мт 
Ole Jack December 19 
Boreal forest in the yard December 22 
Little big man, the visitor from Alaska-Canada-Rockies December 23 
More swans! December 27 

 

JANUARY 

/ŀƴΩǘ ōŜŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎƳ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ н 
Winter afternoon with bison January 5 
Lake Atalanta iced in this morning January 7 
January is Bald Eagle month in Arkansas January 12 
Eastern Screech-Owl sun bathing in a post oak January 18 
Western Sandpiper at Centerton January 22 



Louisiana Waterthrush in winter January 23 
Three Trumpeter Swans on ice January 24 
Location, location, location January 28 
Eye to eye January 30 

 

FEBRUARY 

The damned human race revisited February 2 
News flash! Tufted Pink Snowbird sighted again in Fayetteville! February 2 
The road less traveled (with apologies to Robert Frost) February 4 
Rusty Blackbirds in the spring runs February 5 
²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ȅΩŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ !ƭǇǎ-in-the-Ozarks February 7 
Winter oasis in the Ozarks February 8 
Gulls on ice February 10 
February thaw on our chicken house prairies February 12 
Woodcocks at first star February 16 
What do we want to be here ς Lake Fayetteville February 21 
TEA KETTLE telegraph February 23 
In well-protected dark nooks February 24 
Opossum February 25 
Hazelnuts in flower February 26  
Alders along Mill Creek February 27 

 

MARCH 

Woodcocks on Kessler Mountain March 1 
Lake Atalanta Park springs OPEN FOR BUSINESS! March 3 
The Kessler Limestone March 8 
Sounds a lot like spring March 9 
Robins in the black March 10 
Woolsey after dark March 12 
The Long-tailed Duck of Monte Ne March 14 
White trout lilies push up through worthless rough March 15 
Cave salamander takes ownership March 16 
Maybe the Arctic has finally arrived March 16 
Life goes on in the big pine March 18 
Nobody knows spring like Blue-winged Teal March 23 
Great Egret with nuptial feathers March 24 
Tufted Pink Snowbird among daffodils March 25 
 
 
 

 



 

November 2 

BIRDING OF THE COTTONWOOD 

 This cottonwood tree in the 

Arkansas River Valley near 

Dyer has lost most all of its 

leaves, a natural fall event. 

.ǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ 

about. I was down birding in 

the valley today with David 

Chapman. Also in the 

neighborhood, big flocks of 

Red-winged Blackbirds and 

Brown-headed Cowbirds. 

They seem nearly as 

countless as leaves. As can 

be easily seen here, they 

have re-leafed the 

cottonwood. Maybe we should call this, The Birding of the Cottonwood. They remained in the tree, even 

ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴ Ƴŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ƘǳǊǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ /ƻƻǇŜǊΩǎ IŀǿƪΦ 



November 4 

MOST FANTASTIC 

 

The most fantastic bird of all is right outside my door -- male Northern Cardinal. 



 

November 5 

BALD EAGLES TODAY 

 

As these birds once neared extinction in the lower 48 states, we had to fight for integrity of the 

environment in which we all live. We still do. It is because of this successful fight that these Bald Eagles 

were at Craig State Fish Hatchery, Centerton, Arkansas, today. 
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November 10 

These WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS were at Chesney Prairie Natural Area near Siloam Springs today. I 

have included a photograph of 

an adult, with distinctive black 

and white feathers on its head, 

and the equally beautiful and 

more subtle plumage of 

younger birds. I always wonder 

how it is they find places like 

Chesney when I see them in 

the fall. Data obtained with 

tiny radio tracking devices 

indicates that adults have 

learned the route here from 

previous winters. By contrast, 

juveniles depend upon 

inherited abilities to orient to 

general regions. Pretty 

ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ 

wonderful singing every time there is even a scrap of winter sun. 
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November 11 

 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǊǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ !ǎƘŜΩǎ WǳƴƛǇŜǊΣ WǳƴƛǇŜǊǳǎ !ǎƘŜƛΦ [ƛƳŜǎǘƻƴŜ ƎƭŀŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άōŀƭŘ ƪƴƻōǎέ ŀǘ 

.ŜŀǾŜǊ [ŀƪŜ ŘŀƳ ǎƛǘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘȅ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƛǾŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǘǊŜŜ όǘƘƛƴƪ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ŀƴŘ 

Mexico here), in the far northern partǎ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǊŀƴƎŜΦ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻƴ ƎƭŀŘŜǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ .ǳŦŦŀƭƻ 

National River. The place where I took this photograph would be way up on a hilltop, too, but the entire 

valley of the White River, below this glade, is now Beaver Lake. 
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November 11 

 

This LE CONTE'S SPARROW was at Woolsey Wet Prairie in Fayetteville today, 1 of at least 5 Joan 

Reynolds and I saw there. A small weedy area was full of Swamp, Song, White-crowned, Lincoln's, and 

Savannah Sparrows. It made me think this might have been part of a recently arrived flock, just ahead of 

the cold front coming in tonight. 


