THE GREEN BIRD IN AUGUST
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around on the outside to the bullrush pb | did a circuibf it drawing
dragon flies. | heard a little green heron complaining and waite guano
beneath a pine branch. Then | looked up into a dead payend, and saw
a young heron climb up using feet, wings, and the points bill. Thent
reached a branch and stoedand stretched and stretchedjlhouetted
against an enormous white cloud. It seemed that with very littlgould
climb the cloud and take the kingdom of heaven by forc@odknows it
needs takingl drew it in ecstasylt was a concentrated image that nothing
could take from melf it was not poetry it was the image asked for by Yeats
from which poetry is made. | am a painter so this morning | did two
watercolors of it before | got out of bed. This does not mean tlaan |

going to be content with that one image for the rest of my.lifevill
generate power in me for a while, then | need anoti@neimage
succeeds another with sunging regularity on Horn Islan@/hether they
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could be shared is another mattepeopley SSR RAFFSNBYy (i (KAy3Ia

--from The Horn Island Logs of Walter Inglis Anderson (Sugg, editor, 1973)
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PREFACE

In¢1 9 Dw99b . Lwb5 [ngmyViéwd abputthelwdriyi searkint nlithwest Arkansas
mainly April to OctoberThisopenswhen buntings show up out in the fields, through sunflowers and
ripe tomatoes, andloses wherBluewinged Teal headouthand American Coots take up winter
residence There are also side tripg favorite spots, like the pawpaw grove at Lake Atalanta in Rogers
and maybe looking ahead to some fun winter birding

2 AGK | 3ANBSY O0ANR Ay ! dz3 dza spaalsfratsif. FoyeXampl@ 2 dz O y Q
K2g OFy @&2dz L3 &aA oefodt wih Binoduld®, v fw faeikds,or atoandadrdla
Northwest Arkansas Audubon Sociatyd Arkansas Native Plant Society, looking for a Painted Bunting,
espedally a green onand in the procesg say on a trip to Chesney Prairie Natural Arestumbleon a
patch of Oklahoma grass pink orci?dsNJ G KS . | NB I NI Q& . dzi (@rFadafodiail b Ay Sa
callosablooming on limestone glade remnants above Beaver L&kesxamining the other worldly
purple flowers of pawpaws, or a timber rattler undeflawering umbrella magnolia above the Buffalo
River?

,2dz OFyQil 32 gNByYy3A gAGK GKAA addzZFFE YR GKSNBQ
that it is OK to plant tomatoes when pawpaws have set fruit.

Many of these essays involve birds, simgth brilliant feathers and complex songs, they clearly
own title to a chunk of oushareduniverse. But not only birds. Out themethe same warm bunting
season are ashy sunflowepgairie kingsnakeand violent thunderstorms. Téibook isalso abouthow
winny calls of an Eastern Screedtvl blends withearly morning sounds of the city recycle truck
collecting on my street at first light.

I had fun collecting the images paired with essaygs trying to find the center ofhy days.|
credit life, quiteevident in the warm months and especiallyethreen bird in AugustCredit also goes to
an inexpensive digital cametiaat allowed meto record that moment wherthe unexpected popedup
to kickstart my spirit Other credits belong tocompanions who joinedhe on many of these trips. In this
regard, lespeciallycredit Joan Reynolds, whose sharp eyes for all things great and small, and especially
flowersand bumblebeesadded so muc h to many of these trips.

These essays appeared in various forms and iowsplacesn 2012 and 2013Some started
out on my facebook pagetioers onARBIR[he online discussion list for birds and birders in Arkansas.
Some got started in the middle of the night, when | should have been sleeping.

The closest brush with pfondity may be my thought, expressed here and there, that life is
about more tharjust US¢ Joe Neal
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WELCOME TO THE NATURAL 3pATE

American Golde#Ploversarein Arkansas River valley farmlands just east of Blarentoday.
Hocks of 43, 20, 350+, 85, 625+, 211 equals 1,834 morewent uncounted My highest
countsare near the sod farm, corner of Crawford Road and Westville south of Kibiere |
parkin deep mudbf a farm roadl see them in their typicallpver upright stance, watchful,
dignified Theywalk-stop-look. Thencomesuddenflushes Plove flocks aretight, their
movements synchronoug§ heysweep low over wet short grass fields, then down again. | think
this may beone reasorwhy birds fascinateA big open field without obvious animation one day
suddenlybecomes thecenter ofa spectacular pilgrimagé&Ve in thevalley area middling stop

on the route from winter irSouth America teummernorthern Alaska and Canaddidway

more less, that is, imlvingthousands of miles and unseen perils, Argentine pampas of golden
plover winter to their arctic tundra of summewelcome to the Natural State.
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if they are just passing through; for that matter, so are we. | was a Southern Baptist long

enough to understand belief. | have never lost the sense that we are greater teapffarent

sum of our parts. Our get ahead-any-cost culture, the one that tries to super size everything

no matter cost or loss, undermines us. My preferred antidote: birds. If it works for birds, it may

work for us.



ROARING OIL WELL AS DUCK WHRBBERE
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and resettled. A friendly man driving a tractor said fresh gravel had been added to a well pad

road that goes right into the middle of the rice field. | was welcome! Ducks took flight as | drove
toward a workig pumpjack and roaring engine, storage tanks. Next to the engine house, scope

on the window, studying teal, in the shadow of fierce mechanical noise, ducks went about their
0dzaAySaad 5ARY QO FEAYOK ¢gKSY (GKS 8kIAYS LISNR 2
whisperer? Working roaring popping squeaking energy extraction and calm teal. | estimate

1,400 teal, 70% Blueinged, the rest Greewinged, plus a few Northern Shovelers and

Mallards. In addition, there were at least 850 American GolB&vers, numbes of Greater
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Sparrows everywhere.
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Crane immediatelyortheast of Frog Bayou WMA, south of Dyer, in the Arkansas River Valley. |
found it inan extensive field along Blackland Road on August 20, 2012. Its right wing was
injured. Now Bill Beall and Jim Nieting have found 3 cranes isdime=area, starting orApril 8.

The injured bird is missing a series of flight feathers that leaves the tip of the wing looking like it
has a big hole bitten from it. Joan Reynolds and | saw the birds flying. The two uninjured birds
gained altitude faster, with the injuredingbird slower and loweg but in flight. At distance,

we alsosaw some crane dancing, but were unsure which birds were involved. Sandhill Cranes
form cohesive family groups, involving parents and off spring, at least in the first year. Was
what we are seeig out there now a family group interrupted at some point by a wing injury to
one? If yes, was the group passing through the Arkansas Valley in spring migration, and the
injured bird only spotted later?



GODWIT JACKPAii 18

We hit the spring migratiorackpot today, especially withlarbled and Hudsonian Godwits. The

stage was set when last night and this morning a strong warm front collided with a strong cold
front. There were big thunders in the night and then as much as 4 inches of rain. Big eéds w
widely turned into birdfilled playas. At Vaughin the rain a couple of miles south of

Centerton,Mike Mlodinow sawJpland Sandpipers (9), then a Marbled Godwit and Willet,

along with Bluewinged Teal# flooded fields. We headed for the hatcheryththen found

another Marbled Godwit right along the road. Now the rain was tapering off, air cooling. At the
KFIG§OKSNEX KSNB OIFYS Ft201 FFGSNI Ft201 omnnz 1
We decided to head over toward Chesney Praiukil Area at Siloam Springs. Adjacent
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former small pond just southeast of Chesried become amxtensive shallow lakéncluded

along its new shorelinerere Willets (3), Hudsonian (2) and Marbled (2) Godwits, American
GoldenPlovers (85), etc. Today we had a vision of a migration as it must have been in a distant,
pre-settlement past. Then, the many tribes of shorebirds, including Eskimo Curlews, hurried

north through what is now western Arkansas, stopping only when, as today, big fronts collided.

We tallied 18 shorebird speciésr the day



SOME WITH WEDEVELOPED WHITE BORBERS

Birding the Arkansas River Valley south of Kibler was fun today,iakp&€ you like mud
hogging. The roads were wretched after rain yesterday. | thought we might find a bunch of
X FYR {FYRLALISNREEZ o0dzi 6S 6SNB aldAaFTASR gAlK
vicinity of the sod farm at Westville & Crawfordd®ls, provided compensation, as did two

juvenile Bald Eagles along East Arnold Road, plus a singing Western Meadowlark.

Later in the afternoon, Joan Reynolds and | spent an hour at Woolsey Wet Prairie in

Fayetteville. First up, Upland Sandpipers (6), dJolowed by Whitefaced Ibises, some with
wellRS@St 2LISR 6KAGS 02NRSNB 6p0vxX FyR FAylLfte 2A
species and lots of Savannah Sparrows, with remarkable yellow eyebrows (supercilium).



